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BIBLIOGRAPHIES AND FINDING GUIDES
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BRITISH TRADITIONS
- Hero/Combat
- England
- Scotland
- Ireland
- Individual Traditions
- Ampleforth
- Antrobus
- Papa Stour
- Revesby
- Symondsbury
- Sword Dancing

- Early Accounts of Mummers' Plays (Pre 1800)

- Ritual Animal Disguise
- Dorset Ooser
- Hobby Horse
- The Hooden Horse
- The Mari Lwyd
- The Old Ball
- The Old Horse
- T'Owd Tup
- Chapbooks
- St. George, The Seven Champions, etc.
- Robin Hood Plays, etc.
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AUSTRALIAN IMMIGRANT TRADITIONS

NORTH AMERICAN IMMIGRANT TRADITIONS

British/North American Traditions
- Boston

- Caribbean

- Kentucky

- Philadelphia

- Newfoundland

- Nova Scotia

Canadian - Misc.
African-American Traditions

- John Canoe Festival
Jewish

Los Pastores and Spanish-American Traditions
Belsnickling

Sernatin

Julebukking (Norwegian)

Mock Weddings

NATIVE AMERICAN TRADITIONS

OTHER REGIONAL TRADITIONS

THE WREN

THE FOOL

African

Asian

Chinese

Japanese

Indian and Ceylon
European

Greek

Russian

MOUNTEBANKS

MASKS AND MASKING

OTHER TRADITIONS

- Puppet Theatre
Punch and Judy
Toy Theatre
Shadow Plays
Community Concerts
Skits
- Reference Works and Commentaries
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- Collections
- The Arkansas Traveller

ARTISTIC REPRESENTATIONS

LITERARY THEMES/GENRES
- Literary Themes/Genres
- Thomas Hardy and the Folk Play
- Folk Play In Literature
- "Folk Drama"
- Historical Pageants and Community Dramas

SPORT AS DRAMA AND RITUAL
THEATRE TROUPES AND CONCERT PARTIES

POPULAR ENTERTAINMENTS
- General
- Pantomime
- Vaudeville
- Circus, Carnival, Spectacle
- Minstrelsy
MISCELLANEOUS
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Folk Dance and Song Society, 3 (1930): 36-37.
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Peacock, N. "The Greatham Sword Dance,"” Journal of the English Folk Dance and Song
Society, 8 (1956): 29-39.

Pearce, Brian. “We Are Six Dancers Bold...” A History of the Greatham Sword Dance.
Ormesby, Middlesbrough, The Author, 2001.

Sharp, Cecil. The Sword Dancers of Northern England: Together with the Horn Dance of Abbots
Bromley. (3 vols.) London: Novello and Company, 1911-13.
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Novello, 1911-13.

Wolfman, R. "Ritual and Dramatic Associations of Sword and 'Chain' Dances," Journal of the
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EARLY ACCOUNTS OF MUMMERS' PLAYS (Pre 1800)

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, WESTERN UNDERWOOD:
Throckmorton Household Accounts, Berkshire Record Office D/EWeAL.

Record of payment to mummers, 1 Jan., 1705.

CHESHIRE: MACCLESFIELD?:
Bodleian Library, Douce MS 44. Reproduced in Duncan Broomhead, “An Eighteenth
Century Play from Cheshire.” Roomer, 2.5 (1982), 29-35 (corrected numbering).

Hero Combat Play.

CORNWALL, LUDGVAN:
William Borlase, The Natural History of Cornwall (Oxford, 1758), p. 299.

Account of mummers' plays, ¢. 1722-1758.

DEVON, EXETER:
Andrew Brice, The MOBIAD:; or Battle of the Voice (London, 1770), p. 90 & n.

Account (1737) of mummers, including 5 lines of text.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE, SHERBORNE:
Account Book of Steward to James Dutton, Lord of Sherborne, cited in K. Chandler,
“Morris Dancing in the Eighteenth Century: A Newly-Discovered Source.” Lore &
Language, 3.8 (Jan. 1983): 32.

Record of payment to mummers, 26 Dec., 1791.

KENT, GODMERSHAM?:
Collection of Kentish words, compiled by S. Pegge, Vicar of Godmersham, 1731-51,
cited in P. Maylam, The Hooden Horse (Canterbury, 1909), p. 12.

Brief definition of 'Hooding'

LANCASHIRE, DOWNHAM:
Journal of Nicolas Assheton. ed F. R. Raines (Manchester 1848) pp. 74-75.

Comments on mummers visit on “Twelth-day.” 6 Jan. 1618.

LINCOLNSHIRE, REVESBY:
1779. (See Bibliography)
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OXFORDSHIRE, ISLIP:

Bodlein Library MS. Top. Oxon d.199, ff. 311r-314r, from source said to date 1780.
Reproduced in M. Preston, “The Oldest British Folk Play.” Folklore Forum, 6 (1973),
169-171.

Hero Combat Play.

OXFORDSHIRE, THAME:
Frederick George Lee, 'Oxfordshire Christmas Miracle Play', Notes and Queries, 5th ser.,
2 (1874), 503-5.

Cites Lupton's Extracts from the Accounts of the Proctors and Stewards, &c. of Thame,
for statement that mummers' play performed at Thame Park in 1790. (Gives text of play
recorded 1853.)

OXFORDSHIRE, ?unloc:
Edward Jones, Musical and Poetical Relics of the Welsh Bards, 2nd ed. (London, 1794),
p. 108, n.9.

Text of a Hero Combat Play.

SOMERSET, CASTLE CARY:
Diary of Rev. James Woodforde, cited in R.W. Malcolmson, Popular Recreations in
English Society 1700-1850 (Cambridge, 1973), p. 27.

Entry for 2 Jan. 1769 records visit by mummers.

YORKSHIRE, LEEDS:
Diary of Ralph Thoresby, ed. J. Hunter (London, 1830), 11, 198.

Entry for 31 Dec. 1713 records visit by mummers.

YORKSHIRE, unloc:
John Jackson, The History of the Scottish Stage (Edinburgh, 1793), pp. 409-10.

Account of mummers' performance in his youth; includes four lines of text.

SCOTLAND, ?unloc:
Letter to The Gentleman's Magazine, 1790. Quoted in Bob Pegg, Rites and Riots (Poole,
1981), p. 75.

Account of performance by Guisarts at New Year. Includes four lines of text.
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SCOTLAND, unloc:

Sir Walter Scott, Marmion. 8 lines of Introduction to Canto Sixth and Scott's Notes, No.
LXXX. Sir Walter Scott, Poetical Works, ed. J.L. Robertson (1904; rpt. London, 1967),
pp. 152-3 & 200.

Account of Scottish Guisards in Scott's youth, including four lines of text.

SHETLAND, PAPA STOUR:
Sir Walter Scott, The Pirate (1821), rpt. in E.K. Chambers, The Medieval Stage (London,
1903), I, 271-6.

Account and text of Sword Dance (Champions') Play, from MS. said to be dateable to
€.1788, itself a transcript of an earlier MS.

U.S.A., BOSTON:

Samuel Breck, Recollections of Samuel Breck with Passages from his Note-Books, ed.
H.E. Scudder (London, 1877), pp. 35-6.

An account (1830) of mummers' plays performed in Boston in 1780's. Includes a three
line text-fragment.
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BRITISH TRADITIONS: RITUAL ANIMAL DISGUISE - DORSET OOSER

Cawte, E.C. Ritual Animal Disquise: A Historical and Geographical Study of Animal Disquise in
the British Isles. London: Folklore Society, 1978. pp. 148-153.

Dewar, H.L.S. (1968). The Dorset Ooser. Dorset Monographs number 2, Dorset Natural
History and Archaeological Society, Dorchester, England.
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BRITISH TRADITIONS: RITUAL ANIMAL DISGUISE - HOBBY HORSE

Alford, Violet. "Some Hobby Horses of Great Britain," Journal of the English Folk Dance and
Song Society, 3 (December 1939).

. "Some Other Hobby Horses." Folklore 78 (1967): 207-211.
. "The Hobby Horse and Other Animal Masks." Folklore 79 (1968): 122-134.

. The Hobby Horse and Other Animal Masks. London, 1978.

Cawte, E.C. Ritual Animal Disquise: A Historical and Geographical Study of Animal Disquise in
the British Isles. London: Folklore Society, 1978. pp. 10-93.

Elizabeth, Charlotte. Personal Recollections. London: Seeleys, 1854. pp. 112-114. Describes an
Irish Hobby Horse. [Reprinted in C.K. (1891)].

Kille, H.W. (1932). "West Country Hobby Horses and Cognate Customs.” Somersetshire
Archaeological and Natural History Society, 77, Fourth Series 17: 63-77.

Lyon, L. "Hobby-Horse Ceremonies in New Mexico and Great Britain." Folk Music Journal. 4.2
(1981): 177-145.

O Cathain, Séamas. “The Irish Hobby Horse and the Icelandic Horse Dance.” In Northern
Lights: Following Folklore in North-Western Europe. Séamas O Cathdin. ed. 229-240.
Dublin: University College Dublin Press, 2001.

Peter, R. (1913). "The Hobby Horse." Journal of the Royal Institution of Cornwall, 19: 241-
273.

Rose, Brian W. "A Note on the Hobby-Horse." Folklore 66 (1955): 362-364.

Page 67 of 178



TRADITIONAL DRAMA: WORKING BIBLIOGRAPHY Paul Smith

BRITISH TRADITIONS: RITUAL ANIMAL DISGUISE - THE HOODEN HORSE

Cawte, E.C. Ritual Animal Disquise: A Historical and Geographical Study of Animal Disquise in
the British Isles. London: Folklore Society, 1978. pp. 83-93.

Dodds, M.H. “A ‘Hodening’ at Christmas Time.” Notes and Queries 163 (1932): 461.

de Ternant, Andrew. “‘A Hodening’ at Christmas Time.” Notes and Queries 163 (10 Dec.
1932): 427.

Field, Barnett. "The Hooden Horse of East Kent." Folklore 78 (1967): 203-206.

Maylam, Percy. The Hooden Horse: An East Kent Christmas Custom. Canterbury: The Author,
19009.
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BRITISH TRADITIONS: RITUAL ANIMAL DISGUISE - THE MARI LWYD

Blake, Lois. “The Mari Lwyd.” English Dance and Song, 29.2 (1967): 45.

Blake, Lois. “Origins of the Mari Lwyd.” Country Life, 143, no. 3710 (11 April 1968): 901c.

Cawte, E.C. Ritual Animal Disquise: A Historical and Geographical Study of Animal Disquise in
the British Isles. London: Folklore Society, 1978. pp. 94-111.

David, F. U. “Childhood Horrors of the Mari Lwyd.” Country Life, 143, no. 3707 (21 March
1968): 677bc.

Jones, David. “The Mari Lwyd: A Twelfth Night Custom.” Archaeologia Cambrensis, Ser. 5.5
(1888): 389-93.

O., E. “Mari-Lwyd.” Bye-Gones, Ser. 2.1 (29 Jan. 1890): 304.
Peate, lorwerth C. “Mari Lwyd: A Suggested Explanation.” Man, 43 (1943): 53-8.
Peate, lorwerth C. "Mari Lwyd - Lair Bhan." Folklife 1 (1963): 95-97.

Roberts (Nefydd), W. “Mari Lwyd" and its Origin.” Cardiff Naturalists' Society Report and
Transactions, 29 (1897): 83, 87-93.

Saer, D. Roy. "The Supposed Mari Lwyd of Pembrokeshire." Folklife 14 (1976): 89-98.

T., C. “Mari-Lwyd.” Bye-Gones, Ser. 2.1 (22 Jan. 1890): 298.
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BRITISH TRADITIONS: RITUAL ANIMAL DISGUISE - THE OLD BALL

Cawte, E.C. Ritual Animal Disguise: A Historical and Geographical Study of Animal Disquise in
the British Isles. London: Folklore Society, 1978. pp. 140-142.

Gee, S. and S. Mills. Old Ball: The Lancashire Hobby Horse. Lancashire: By the author, 1978.
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BRITISH TRADITIONS: RITUAL ANIMAL DISGUISE - THE OLD HORSE

Cawte, E.C. Ritual Animal Disquise: A Historical and Geographical Study of Animal Disgquise in
the British Isles. London: Folklore Society, 1978. pp. 117-124.

Greig, R. "Poor Old Horse," Lore and Language 1.9 (1974) 7-10.

Ottley, M. "The Old Horse that Died." Dalesman. 39.9 (Dec. 1977): 697-9.
Smith, Paul. "The Old Tup and The Old Horse," Roomer 1:6 (1981):32-36.

Wilson, John. “The Horse-Head, or, The Queen’s Pony.” In Verses and Notes... Topographical,
Historical, Antiquarian, Miscellaneous. Chorley: A. Hill, 1903. pp. 182-186.
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BRITISH TRADITIONS: RITUAL ANIMAL DISGUISE - T'OWD TUP

Addy, S.O. "Guising and Mumming in Derbyshire." Journal of the Derbyshire Archaeological
and Natural History Society. 24 (Jan. 1907): 31-42.

Cawte, E.C. Ritual Animal Disquise: A Historical and Geographical Study of Animal Disquise in
the British Isles. London: Folklore Society, 1978. pp. 110-117.

Chase, George Davis. “Derby's Ram.” Notes and Queries. Ser. 10.1 (1904): 306.

Court, Arthur. Staveley, My Native Town: Some Historical Notes of the Parish. Sheffield: J.W.
Northend, 1948.

Gatty, Ivor. "The Old Tup and its Ritual." Journal of the English Folk Dance and Song Society.
5.1 (1946): 23-30.

Green, A.E. “The Old Tup.” In Martin Banham. ed. The Cambridge Guide to Theatre. 733.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995

Howley, Mike. "The Little Tup." Folk. 2 (Oct. 1962): 9-10.

Maycock, Willoughby. “Derby Ram.” Notes and Queries. Ser. 12.3 (1917): 154.

P[eacock], M. "Christmas Tup." Notes and Queries. Ser. 9.2 (29 Oct. 1898): 348.

Pennick, Nigel. The Derby Ram: An English Traditional Song and Mummers’ Play. Bar Hill,
Cambridge: The Library of the European Tradition, 1999.

Ratcliffe, T. "Christmas Tup," Notes and Queries Ser. 9.2 (24 Dec. 1898): 511.

Russell, lan. ""Here Comes Me and Our Old Lass, Short of Money and Short of Brass': A Survey
of Traditional Drama in North East Derbyshire 1970-78." Folk Music Journal 3:5 (1979):
399-478.

Smith, Paul. "Collecting Mummers' Plays Today." Lore and Language. 1.1 (Jan. 1969): 5-8.

Smith, Paul. "The Old Tup and The Old Horse," Roomer 1:6 (1981):32-36.

Smith, Paul. "The Problems of Analysis of Traditional Plays Texts: A Taxonomic Approach."
Traditional Drama Studies. 1 (1985): 43-65.

Smith, P. and G. Smith, "T'Owd Tup." Folk Music Ballads and Songs. New Ser. 2 (1966), 8-13.

Williams, R.H. "The Derby Tup." Derbyshire Countryside. 29 (1935) 43-44.
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CHAPBOOKS

Brand, John. Observations on Popular Antiquities, Newcastle: 1777, pp. 183-186.

Boyes, Georgina, Michael J. Preston and Paul Smith. Chapbooks and Traditional Drama - An
Examination of Chapbooks Containing Traditional Play Texts: Part Il - Christmas Rhyme
Books, Sheffield: NATCECT Publications, 1999.

Cass, Eddie. “Chapbooks.” In The Lancashire Pace-Egg Play: A Social History. London:
Folklore Society Books, 2001. pp. 134-156.

Cass, Eddie, Michael J. Preston and Paul Smith. “The Peace Egg Book: An Anglo-Irish
Chapbook Connection Discovered,” Folklore. 114.1 (2003): 29-52.

Gailey, Alan. Christmas Rhymers and Mummers in Ireland (Ibstock, Leicester: Guiser Press,
1968), p. 16-17, 40-43.

Gailey, Alan. Irish Folk Drama, (Cork: Mercia Press, 1969).

Gailey, Alan. "A Missing Belfast Chapbook: The Christmas Rime, or, The Mummers' Own
Book", The Irish Book Lover, Il (1972), 54-58:

Gailey, Alan. "Chapbook Influence on Irish Mummers' Plays." Folklore 85:1 (1974): 1-22.
Gailey, Alan. "The Christmas Rhime", Ulster Folklife, 21 (1975), 73-84.

Gailey, Alan. "Chapbook Printings of Mummers’ Plays in Ireland", Ulster Folklife, 51 (2005):
34-53.

Green, E.R.R. "Christmas Rhymer and Mummers," Ulster Journal of Archaeology 9 (1946), 3-
12.

Hayward, Richard. "Christmas Rhymers," Ulster Illustrated, 5:5/6 (1957/8), 10.

Helm, Alex. The Chapbook Mummers' Plays: A Study of the Printed VVersions of The North-
West of England. Ibstock, Leicester: Guiser Press, 1969.

Hone, William. The Every-Day Book, Vol. Il. London: 1826, Cols. 1645-48.

McClelland, Aiken. “Irish Chapbooks," Ulster Folklife and Transport Museum Year Book.
(1971/72): 24-25.

O'Lochlainn, Colm. "Christmas Rhymers and Mummers" [with a facsimile reprint of a Nicholson
Chapbook] The Irish Book Lover, 16 (July-December 1928), 126.

Pinkerton, William. "Anonymous Ballads,” Notes and Queries. Ser. 3.11 (17 February 1866),
143.
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Praeger, Robert Lloyd. in A Populous Solitude, London: Metheum & Co., n.d. [c. 1941]. pp. 52-
57.

Preston, Michael J., M.G. Smith, and P.S. Smith. "SLF Research Projects: Traditional Drama
Project 1: A Classification of Chapbooks Containing Traditional Drama Texts." Lore and
Language 1:7 (1972): 3-5.

. "SLF Research Project: Traditional Drama Project 1: A Classification of Chapbooks
Containing Traditional Play Texts - Interim Report.” Lore and Language 2:4 (1976): 5-7.

. An Interim Checklist of Chapbooks Containing Traditional Play Texts. Newcastle:
History of the Book Trade in the North, 1976.

. "The Peace Egg Chapbooks in Scotland: An Analytical Approach to the Study of
Chapbooks." The Bibliotheck 8:3 (1976): 71-90.

. "The Lost Chapbooks." Folklore 88:2 (1977): 160-174.

. Chapbooks and Traditional Drama: An Examination of Chapbooks Containing
Traditional Texts; Part 1 Alexander and the King of Egypt. Sheffield: CECTAL
Publications, 1977.

Preston, Michael J. and Paul Smith. “The Christmas Rhyme Chapbook Tradition in Ireland,” in
Trefor Owen (ed.), From Corrib to Cultra: A Festschrift for Dr. Alan Gailey, Institute of
Irish Studies: Queen’s University of Belfast, 150-162.

Smith, Georgina. Chapbook Sources of British Traditional Drama: The Mummers' Play as
Popular Culture. Indiana: Folklore Group Preprint Series 6:6, 1978.

. "Chapbooks and Traditional Plays: Communication and Performance.” Folklore 92:2
(1981): 208-218.

Stevenson, Peter. The Peace Eqq, or, St. George: an Easter play. An Original Chapbook from
Edwards & Bryning with a Brief History by .... Sheffield: Traditional Drama Research
Group, 1982.

and G. Buckley. "The Chapbook and the Pace Egg Play in Rochdale.” Traditional
Drama Studies 1 (1985): 5-20.
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ST. GEORGE, THE SEVEN CHAMPIONS, Etc

Addis, J. "St. George and the Dragon," Notes and Queries, (April 4, 1874): 276.

Dean-Smith, M. "A Note on Richard Johnson's Famous History of the Seven Champions,"
Journal of the English Folk Dance and Song Society, 7 (December 1954): 180-181.

Merchant, Paul. "Thomas Haywood's Hand in the Seven Champions of Christendom."” The
Library 5th Series, 38:3 (1978): 226-130.

Matzke, J.E. "Contributions to the History of the Legend of St. George,"” Part 1, Publications of

the Modern Language Association of America, 10 (1902): 464-535; Part 2, 11 (1903): 99-
171.

----- . "The Legend of Saint George; Its Development into a Roman d'Adventure,” Publications
of the Modern Language Association of America, 19 (1904): 449-478.
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ROBIN HOOD PLAYS Etc

Bessinger, J.B., Jr. "The Beginnings of the Robin Hood Tradition: with an Annotated
Bibliographical Supplement to 1951." Diss., Harvard University, 1952,

----- . "Robin Hood: Folklore and Historiography, 1377-1500," Tennessee Studies in Literature,
11 (1966): 61-69.

Marshall, John. “Gathering in the Name of the Outlaw: REED and Robin Hood.” In Audrey
Douglas and Sally-Beth Maclean. eds. REED in Review: Essays in Celebration of the
First Twenty-Five Years. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2006. pp. 65-84.

Preston, M.J. "The Robin Hood Folk Plays of South Central England,” Comparative Drama, 10
(1976), 91-100. Reprinted in Clifford Davidson, C. J. Gianakaris and John H. Stroupe.
eds. The Drama of the Middle Ages: Comparative and Crirical Essays. New York: AMS
Press, 1982. pp. 342-351.

Simeone, W.E. "Renaissance Robin Hood Plays," in Folklore in Action: Essays for Discussion
in Honor of MacEdward Leach, ed. by Horace P. Beck. Philadelphia: American Folklore
Society, 1962. pp. 184-199.
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----- . "The May Games and the Robin Hood Legend," Journal of American Folklore, 64 (1951):
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Wiles, David. The Early Plays of Robin Hood. Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 1981.
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THE CALUSARI - ROUMANIAN HOBBY-HORSE

Brody, Alan. "The Rumanian Kalusari Play." The English Mummers and Their Plays: Traces of
Ancient Mystery. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1969. pp. 163-166.

Calverley, Amice. "Notes on the Calusari Dancers of Roumania. Recorded by Cine-Camera in
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85-88.
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NORTH-AMERICAN IMMIGRANT TRADITIONS

ANGLO/NORTH-AMERICAN TRADITIONS: BOSTON

Anon. “An Old Gentleman’s Recollections [Samuel Breck of Boston].” Harper’s New Monthly
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Anchor Books, 1970. pp. 204-205.
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