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The concerns addressed in this paper arise from ongoing
fieldwork in a specific area of England, involving a specific drama
tradition’.(1) The tradition is a Christmas mumming, ied on by men
who take their play to houses and pubs. The area faround Chipping
Campden in Gloucestershire, in the North Cotswolds, is mainly
agricultural, with a recent influx of outsiders taking residence in the
village and assuming a great share of control over the life of the
village. It is a living tradition I am studying, continuous (except for
the 1939-45 war) since at least 1920. It is probably a tradition which
existed before the 1914-18 war.

The paper centres on one major conviction: that Folk Drama
scholarship has arisen from a group of minds whose knowledge of the
folk’s tradition was secondary, based not on participation nor on an
understanding of the pecformer’s tradition, but rather on observation of
the performed-for tradition. A class barrier existed between the
scholars and the performers, and the scholarship examined not the
tradition of the performers, but a tradition that had developed among -
the educated members of big-house families. "Folk Drama
scholarship” has been in fact something more removed from the folk
than the term implies, and is more realistically the scholarship of the
big-house library: the "big-house” being shorthand for a certain cultural
tradition, which is itself a legitimate object for study. Difficulties arise
because this tradition is imputed to the "peasantry”.

The “big-house” concept of folk theatre arose from the change
in attitude toward the theatre in the eighteenth century (as described in
my master’s thesis).(2) It was crystallized in its developed form in the
books of E.K., Chambers.(3) The theoretical basis was Greek classical
history of theatre: the concept that theatre grew by gradual invention
from religious ritual. Eighteenth century culture developed this concept
with its own ideas, e.g., the innate superiority of Western, rational
culture; the primacy of text and the inferiority of illiteracy; the
inferiority of the society and culture of labourers and the poor.
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